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TO TRE 


Right Reverend Father in Gop 


ROBER T 


Lord Bis HoP 


O F 


PETERBOROUGH. 


My LORD, 


HEN my Reverend Brethren 
were pleaſed to deſire your Lord- 
ſhip to order the Publication of this 
Diſcourſe, I readily complied with it; 
not ſo much out of a Forwardneſs to 
proclaim to the World the Honour 
done to me by their Approbation, as 
to ſhew my Willingneſs to oblige ſo 
many 


4 


BASE 
many worthy Perſons, for whom 1 
have all poſſible Reſpect, and to whoſe 
Candour I was ſo greatly indebted for 
their favourable hearing of it. I was 
alſo willing to lay hold of an Oppor- 
tunity of teſtifying in this publick 
manner the great Honour and Vene- 
ration which I have for your Lord- 
ſhip: Whoſe ſteady Adherence to the 
Intereſts of the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
and Goodneſs to your Clergy, moſt 
juſtly deſerve from them the higheſt 
Returns of Affection and Eſteem. That 
you may long continue happy 1 in this, 


and every other Bleſſing, 1s the hear- 


ty Prayer of, 
My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 
mot Duiful and 
' moſt humble Servant 
R. GREv. 


” ae ed. 


2 Tor. EN 


Marr. X. 16. 


| Behold 1 ſend you forth as Sheep in the 


midſt of W — be ye therefore wiſe 


as $ Sa and harmleſs as Doves. 


AHESE Words are a part of 
Sl C-ri/?'s ſolemn Charge to his 
D | Apoſtles, upon his ſending them 
borch to preach, and to work 
al Miracles in his Name. For 

their temporal Support in the 
Execution of this their commiſſion, he bids 
them not to be ſollicitous to provide themſelves 
with the Neceſſaries and Conveniences of 


Life; but to depend upon the Hoſpitality and 


Bounty of thoſe who ſhould receive them, and 
embrace their Doctrine. Provide (fays he) 
neither Gold, nor Silver, nor Braſs in your 
Purſes; nor Scrip for your Journey, neither 
t Coats, neither Shoes, nor yet Staves: For 


* Yerſe 9, 10. 


the 


(2) 


the Workman is worthy of his Meat. As for 


thoſe who ſhould reje# them, he orders the 
Apoſtles to threaten and preſignify their De- 
ſtruction by an Action well . amon 
the Jeus, namely by ſhaking off the Duſt from 
their Feet, as a Teſtimony againſt them : Tel- 
ling them wichal, that it ſhould be more to- 
lerable for the Land of Sodom and Gomorrab 
in the Day of Judgment, than for ſuch City 
— Snot 

The Apoſtles were no doubt under ſome 
Surprize, to find it intimated to them, that 
they ſhould in any place meet with a Recep- 
tion different from what the Importance and 
Graciouſneſs of the Errand they were ſent up- 
on, might encourage them to expect; that the 
glad Tidings of Salvation ſhould any where 
be rejected; or the Revelation of that Meſſiab, 
the promiſed Saviour, whom the Jeus had fo 


long and fo earneſtly look'd for, ſhould after all 


be ſlighted by them, eſpecially when the Per- 
ſons who were commiſſion d to reveal him, had 
fuch ample Credentials of their being ſent in 
his Name. "th 

Our bleſſed Lord ſeems to have been con- 
ſcious of this kind of reaſoning of the Apoſtles 
within themſelves, and therefore breaks out 
into a form of Speech, at once awakening 
their Attention and heightening their Surprize. 
.BenoLD (ſays he) I ſend you forth as Sheep in 


the midſt of Wolves. As if he had ſaid, Won- 


* Ver. 15. 
der 


(3) 


der not that I ſpeak to you of Houſes or 
Cities, that ſhall not receive you nor hear 
your words. This is far from being the worſt 
of what you are to look for. You ſhall nor 
only meet with thoſe who ſhall entertain you 
coldly, and hear your Preaching with Indiffe- 
rence or Contempt, but with Men'of Savage 
and Rapacious Natures, who would devour 
you as theit Prey, and ſhall treat you with 
the Extremity of Brutal Rage and Cruelty. 
8 Hatred and Perſecution, Impriſon- 
ment, Scourgings, Death it ſelf, ſhall be your 
Portion for my Name's fake and the Goſ- 
el's. W 3 85 
This was a hard Saying, and call'd for an 
uncommon Degree of Zeal and Fortitude to 
bear it, as well as of Wiſdom and Prudence 
to behave themſelves in ſuch a difficult and 
dangerous Situation. Accordingly our bleſſed 
Lord, in the remaining part of his Diſcourſe, 
ges on to ſtrengthen and encourage them a- 
gainſt the Oppoſition they were to encounter 
by a Variety of Arguments, and, to aſſiſt them 
with ſuch Counſel and Inſtruction as he thought 
moſt expedient for them. He aſſures them 
of their Title to his Father's eſpecial Care and 
Providence“. He promiſes them the imme- 
diate Aſſiſtance of his Holy Spirit upon extra- 
ordinary Emergiencies tf. He more than once 
ſets before them the glorious Reward of their 
Zeal. and Perſeverance f. He endeavours to 
* Verſ. 30. + Verſ. 19. IVerſ. 22, 32, 39. 
B reconcile 


. 


reconcile them to that rough and barbarous 
Treatment he was foretelling them, by re- 
minding them of what he had undergone him- 
ſelf; ſeeing it was but reaſonable, that the 
Servants ſhould bear with Patience the ſame 
Indignities which had been ſubmitted to by 
their Lord“. And not to inſiſt upon all the 
Particulars of this divine and comfortable 
Charge, he gives them in the Words of the 
Text, a Rule for their Conduct and Beha- 
viour: Such a one as, if obſerv'd by them, 
would either ſmooth and ſoften the Aſperity 
of their Adverſaries, or at leaſt make it more 
tolerable to themſelves: Such a Mixture of 
Wiſdom and Innocency, Prudence and Sim- 
plicity, as was in its own Nature molt likel 
to win upon the Perverſeneſs and Ingratitude 
of Mankind, and ſecure them in ſome mea- 
ſure from the ill Effects of it: Or would 
however afford them the Satisfaction -of ha- 
ving approv'd themſelves to God and their 
own Conſciences, and ſupport them under the 
greateſt Hardſhips, with this Reflection among 
others, that they had done nothing on their 
parts to deſerve them. Behold, I ſend you forth 
as Sheep in the midſt of Wolves: Be ye there- 
fore wiſe as Serpents, and harmleſs as Doves. 


In diſcourſing upon which Words, I ſhall, 
Firſt, Take notice of the Enmity and Op- 
poſition which the Miniſters of Chriſt are at 


* Verl. 25. 
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all times expoſed to, and ſhew the unreaſona- 
bleneſs of it implied in the different Appella- 
tions which our Lord here gives to his Apoſtles 
and their Adverſaries. 


Secondly, I ſhall conſider the Rule laid down 
by him upon this Occaſion, and ſhew from it 
what ſort of Conduct is proper for them at 
all times, but more eſpecially in times of 


Difficulty and Danger. 


_ Under the Fir of theſe Head sI ſhall not 
look ſo far back as to the diſtreſs and perſe- 
cuted State of the Church, whilſt it groan'd 
under the Weight of the Civil Power. For 
tho' it is not to be doubted, that our Lord's 
Prediction related chiefly to That Period of 
Time, and was moſt eminently accompliſhed 
in the Sufferings of the Apoſtles themſelves, 
and of that noble Army of Martyrs and Pri- 
mitive Confeſſors, (of whom the World was 


not worthy,) who reſiſted unto Blood, and 


underwent the moſt grievous, Tortures that 
Rage and Power could inflict, or Wit and Cru- 
elty invent; yet it is not to be ſo limited to 
the Extraordinary Perſecutions of the Church 
in the firſt Ages of it, as to exclude the more 
common and ordinary Oppoſition which the 
Religion and Miniſters of Chriſt conſtantly 
have been and always will be, more or leſs ex- 
poſed to from wicked and unreaſonable Men. 
I ſhall therefore, as moſt pertinent to my pre- 

B 2 ſent 


(6) 

ſent Deſign confine myſelf to what we are more 
directly and immediately concerned in, name- 
ly, to that Spirit of Malevolence to, and Con- 
tempt of the Clergy, which prevails at this 
time, and daily ſhews it felf more and more 
to the Scandal of Religion and the Concern ke 
and Indignation of every ſerious Chriſtian, ) 
I am ſenſible how nice and tender a point J 
it is to complain of Injurious Treatment from 6 
Perſons to whom thoſe very Complaints may 3 
be a Provocation to Uſage ſtill more grievous 4 
and injurious. I would by no means make 18 
Things worſe than they are; much leſs be 
underſtood to bring a general Charge where 
the Offence is particular and given but by a 
few. But tis too notorious to be diſſembled, 
that what our Enemies want in Strength and 
Numbers is ſufficiently made up with Induſ- 
try and Malice. For never ſure was more Pains 
taken, or more Artifice made uſe of to render x 
the Clergy odious and contemptible than at this ö 

Time. Never in any Age or Country, where | 
Chriſtianicy was profeſſed and eſtabliſhed, and 93 
the Preachers of is entitled to the Protection * 
and Encouragement of the Civil Government, . 
were their Characters more reproachfully treat- | 
ed or more ſhamefully inſulted, than they have 
been of late in thoſe ſevere and bitter Invectives, 
publiſhed and diſperſed throughout the King- 
dom to prejudice and exaſperate the People, as 
againſt the Clergy in general, ſo more parti- 
* the Right Reverend . 
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of our Church; who have been calumniated 
and traduced in Proportion to their Zeal and 
* Vigilance for the Safety of it. And this in- 
deed will in ſome meaſure enable us to ac- 
count for a Conduct and Behaviour which a 
pears otherwiſe ſo abſurd, and to aſſign one 
reaſon at leaſt for ſome Mens hatred of, and 
3 enmity to the Miniſters of Chri/t, namely, be- 
+ cauſe they are his Miniſters. It can be no of- 
5 fence, I hope, to affirm that whoever is an E- 
% nemy to the Chriſtian Religion muſt of courſe 
1 be an Enemy to the Chriſtian Prieſthood: And 
I think it will equally hold true, that whoever 
is an Enemy to the Chriſtian Prieſthood, does 


7 thereby ſhew himſelf to be no great Friend to 
the Chriſtian Religion. I ſay, no Man, who 
* ſincerely embraces and believes the Goſpel, 

can be an Enemy to the Clergy as /uch; and 


That, for this plain reaſon: Becauſe it is a 
part of his Religion to love and honour the 
| Clergy; to efteem them highly for their Works 

ate; to treat them with that Reſpect and Re- 

+3 verence, which, if not forfeited thro' their own 

* Default, is due to them upon the account of 
2 their ſacred Character, of the Relation which 

P they bear to God as his immediate Servants, 
: and to Chrift Jeſus as his Ambaſſadors and 

the Stewards of his Myſteries : Eſpecially 

| ſince He hath ſolemnly declared, that the In- 

* dignities done to them as acting in his Name, 
' and by his Authority, he looks upon as of- 

ter'd to Himſelf, He that deſpiſeth you, de- 


ſpiſeth 


(8) 
ſaiſeth me k. Indeed Reverence to the Prieſthood 
is nod leſs a Dictate of natural, than it is a Com- 
mand of revealed Religion: There being no Na- 
tion, whether learned or ignorant, civil or bar- 
barous, but what have agreed in this, to expreſs 
their Reverence for the Deity, and their Af- 
fection to Religion by a proportionable Regard | 
and Reſpect for thoſe who were more immedi- Re 
_ ately imployed in and devoted to the Service of N 
it. But were it otherwiſe, were Chriſtians un- 
der no Obligations of Duty and Reverence to 
their miniſters from the Precepts of the Goſpel, 
or the Reaſon of things, yet the very Nature of 
their Employment, one would think, ſhould 
be ſufficient to ſecure them from Contempt 
and Abuſe. For, what is there, I would hum- 
bly aſk in the Prieſtly Office that can give + 
ju Offence (I will not ſay to any pious \ 
Chriſtian, but) to a ſerious Deiſt? Is there on ; 
the contrary a ſingle Branch of it, but what | 
is as truly beneficial to others, as it is honoura- 
ble in it ſelf ? What is our Commiſſion ? What 
Powers do we pretend to exerciſe, but what 1 
are conducive to the Happineſs and Well- be- 75 
ing of Mankind? To cultivate their Minds 1 
and to correct their Manners; to reduce and 
reclaim the Wicked by Spiritual Diſcipline, to 
inſtruct the Ignorant, to confirm the Waver- 0 
ing, to comfort the Feeble- minded, to ſupport 4 
the Weak; to promote and ſer forward, as 4 
much as in us lies, Peace and Love, and u- 


* Luke x. 16. 
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niverſal Righteouſneſs; to pray to God for his 
People, to bleſs them in his Name, to diſpenſe 


to them his Ordinances for their Spiritual 


Comfort and Edification.—- All which Be- 
nefits many thouſands have experienced, and 
daily do experience. And is there any thing 


in this that deſerves Contempt or Hatred? Or 


can there be a greater Evidence of the Decay 
of Religion in the Hearts of Men, than to 
deſpiſe and vilify an Inſtitution appointed by 
God as the means of conveying to them ſo 
great and manifold Bleſſings? 

I am not ignorant how liable to Exception 
it may appear, and how often and how ſe- 
verely we have been reproached for it, either 
to preach up Reſpect to ourſelves, or to charge 
the Want of it in our Adverſaries upon the 
worſt of Cauſes, Infidelity and Irreligion. I 
would not therefore willingly be miſunder- 
ſtood. 'The Reſpect Iam pleading for is whar 
properly belongs to us as the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, aud which we claim no farther Title 
to than whilſt we approve ourſelves ſuch to 
every Man's Conſcience in the fight of God. 
It conſiſts not ſo much in the outward Ex- 
preſſions of Form and Ceremony or Deference 
to our Perſons, as in that inward Eſteem of, 
and Regard to our Function which may ena- 
ble us to diſcharge the Duties of it with 
greater Efficacy and Succeſs. Nor would I 
condemn all as Enemies to Religion, who 
thro' Prejudice or Miſtake, or potlibly or 
5 | uſt 


[ 20 


Juſt Occaſion, may have conceived a Diſ- 
like to the Perſons of particular Men; bur 
thoſe only, who are the profeſſed 'Adverſa- 
ries of the Order it ſelf: Thoſe, whom 
neither Virtue nor Learning, nor the moſt a- 
miable Qualities can reconcile to the Cha- 
racter of an Eccleſiaſtick; or elſe whoſe un- 
diſtinguiſhing Malevolence to the Prieſthood 
Tenders them blind to every kind of Merit, 


that has the Misfortune to be found under a 


Clerical Habit. So unreaſonable an Averſion 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt cannot, I think, be 
better accounted for, than in the Words of 
our bleſſed Saviour to his Apoſtles, Theſe things 
will they do unto you, becauſe they have not known 
the Father nor me*, And that we may not 
rely wholly upon our own Opinion, in a point 
wherein our ſelves are concerned, I ſhall beg 
leave to tranſcribe the Words' of a pious and 
Judicious Lay- man, whoſe Sentiments may in 
this Caſe have greater Weight, and who thus 
expreſſes himſelf upon the Subject before us. 
+ © This barbarous and unchriſtian Practice 
* (fays he) ſetting all particular reaſons aſide, 
* can be reſolved into nothing ſo ſurely as in- 
eto that great Looſeneſs of Principles and 
Corruption of Morals, which have too much 
« infected all Ranks and Orders of Men: For 
« though it may pals for a current Maxim a- 
« mong ſome, that Prieſts of all Religions are 

John. xvi. 3. 


+ Mr. Nelſon's Companion for the Feaſts and Faſts, Cc. Pref. 
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6 
be ſame; yet I am of the Opinion, it will 
* appear a much truer Obſervation by Expe- 
© rience, That they of all Religions tha con- 
* temn the Pricſibood will be found the ſame 
« both as to their Principles and Practices; 


Sceptical in the one; and Diſſolute in the o- 


&« ther.” 43 2-0 
The plain Truth is this, Chriſtianity 1s too 
pure and ſtrict an Inſtitution to ſuit with Mens 


corrupt Appetitesand vitious Practices. Hence 


it is that many grow out of Love with a Re- 
ligion, which thwarts their ſenſual Inclinati- 
ons; which is perpetually croſſing them in 


their Purſuit of ſinful Pleaſure or Diſhoneſt 


Gain, and laying them under Reſtraints which 
a long Indulgence to their depraved Appetites 
makes troubleſome and uneaſy to them. And 
no wonder when they have taken a Diſlike to 
the Goſpel of Cbriſt, that they quickly im- 
prove it into an Averſion to thoſe whoſe Of- 
fice it is to inculcate and enforce the Precepts 
of it; and who, if they will be faithful to 
their Obligations, and to the Souls committed 
to their Care, cannot ſuffer them to go on in 
their Vices undiſturbed, but muſt by Admo- 
nition, Reproof, and all the Methods of Spiri- 
rual Addreſs, be continually labouring to win 
them over to their Duty. Bur, » 
Secondly, As ſome are Enemies to the Prieſt- 
hood for the fake of that Religion which they 
teach and enforce, ſo are others, out of a Diſ- 
like or Prejudice to the Perſons and Characters 
yell C of 
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Juſt Occaſion, may have conceived a Diſ- 
like to the Perſons of particular Men; bur 
thoſe only, who are the profeſſed Adverſa- 
ries of the Order it elf: Thoſe, whom 
neither Virtue nor Learning, nor the moſt a- 
miable Qualities can reconcile to the Cha- 
racer of an Eccleſiaſtick; or elſe whoſe un- 
diſtinguiſhing Malevolence to the Prieſthood 
renders them blind to every kind of Merit, 
that has the Misforrune to be found under a 
Clerical Habit. So unreaſonable an Averſion 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt cannot, I think, be 
better accounted for, than in the Words of 
our bleſſed Saviour to his Apoſtles, Theſe things 
will they do unto you, becauſe they have not known 
the Father nor me*. And that we may not 
rely wholly upon our own Opinion, in a point 
wherein our ſelves are concerned, I ſhall beg 
leave to tranſcribe the Words' of a pious and 
Judicious Lay- man, whoſe Sentiments may in 
this Caſe have greater Weight, and who thus 
expreſſes himſelf upon the Subject before us. 
+ * This barbarous and unchriſtian Practice 
« (fays he) ſetting all particular reaſons aſide, 
* can be reſolved into nothing ſo ſurely as in- 
to that great Looſeneſs of Principles and 
« Corruption of Morals, which have too much 
« infected all Ranks and Orders of Men: For 
« though it may pals for a current Maxim a- 


«« mong ſome, that Priefts of all Religions are 


* John. xvi. 3 
+ Mr. Nelſon's Companion for the Feaſts and Faſts, Ce. Pref. ho 
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* the ſame; yet I am of the Opinion, it will 


* appear a much truer Obſervation by Expe- 
&« rience, That they of all Religions tha con- 
* temn the Pricſibood will be found the ſame 
ce both as to their Principles and Practices; 


Sceßptical in the one; and Diſſolute in the o- 


*. leu. e 
The plain Truth is this, Chriſtianity is too 
pure and ſtrict an Inſtitution to ſuit with Mens 


corrupt Appetites and vitious Practices. Hence 


it is that many grow out of Love with a Re- 
ligion, which thwarts their ſenſual Incl inati- 
ons; which is perpetually croſſing them in 


their Purſuit of ſinful Pleaſure or Diſhoneſt 


Gain, and laying them under Reſtraints which 


a long Indulgence to their depraved Appetites 


makes troubleſome and uneaſy to them. And 
no wonder when they have taken a Diſlike to 
the Goſpel of Chrif, that they quickly im- 


prove it into an Averſion to thoſe. whoſe! Of- 
fice it is to inculcate and enforce the Precepts 


of it; and who, if they will be faithful to 
their Obligations, and to the Souls cammitted 
to their Care, cannot ſuffer them to go on in 
their Vices undiſturbed, but muſt by Admo- 
nition, Reproof, and all the Methods of Spiri- 
tual Addreſs, be continually labouring to win 


them over to their Duty. Burt. 


Secondly, As ſome are Enemies to the Prieſt- 


hood for the ſake of that Religion which they 


teach and enforce, ſo are others, out of a Diſ- 
like or Prejudice to the Perſons and Characters 
N C of 
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of particular Clergymen. And here indeed 
it nearly concerns us to be able to remove an 
Objection which our Adverſaries ſo readily lay 
hold of to triumph over us. For, tho' nothing 
can be more unreaſonable than to charge the 
Ill Conduct of Some upon All, or to transfer 
the Odium of their Offences from the Mer to 
their Profeſſion, eſpecially where the Defects or 
Miſcarriages of a Few are more than over- 
ballanced by the Virtues and Abilities of far 
the greater Part ; yet foraſmuch as Religion 
may be, and too often has been, wounded 
| thro' the Sides of thoſe who profeſs it, tho 
5 it is impoſſible but that Offences will come, 
| yet woe unto that Man by whom the Offence 
cometh: Woe unto that Miniſter of Chriſt, 
whoever he be, who by a Converſation un- 1 
ſuitable ro the Purity, or beneath the Dignity f 
of his ſacred Function, ſhall give the Enemies 
of God and Religion occaſion to blaſpheme 
or bring diſhonour upon that gb, that Holy, 
bl that heavenly Calling wherewith he is called. 
Zur although nothing can with Decency be 
pleaded in behalf of ſuch as notoriouſly tranſ- 
greſs their Duty, yet may it with Juſtice be 
affirmed (nor can our greateſt Adverſaries de- 
ny the Truth of it) that the heavy Imputa- 
tions of Pride and Avarice, of Contention, 
Cruelty and Diſſoluteneſs of Life could hardly 
have been brought againſt the Clergy of this 
Church and Kingdom at a time, when there 
was leſs real Foundation for it, than IO 
| ay. 
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(13) 
Day. But what is it that Hatred and Uncha- 
ritableneſs will ſtick at? How quick-fighted 
is Malice to find out Faults, which to a can- 
did and humane Diſpoſition would be wholly 
imperceptible? How induſtrious to magnify 


the common Failings and Infirmities of hu- 


mane Nature into enormous Crimes? And to 
deform and diſguiſe the moſt innocent Actions 
by frightful and odious Repreſentations? How 
difficult, how impoſſible is it for us fo to con- 
duct our ſelves as wholly to prevent Men of 
evil Diſpoſitions towards us, from taking a 
handle to calumniate and traduce us? Are 
we ſtrict and ſevere in Converſation? Then 
are we Hypocrites and Moroſe: Do we indulge 
our ſelves in the ordinary Freedoms of it? 
Then are we Libertines and Profligate. Are 
we leſs liable to Cenſure in our Political than 
in our Per/onal Conduct? Do we interfere in 
the publick Affairs, and oppoſe our own pri- 
vate Sentiments to the Wiſdom of the Admi- 
niſtration? Then are we factious and ſeditious. 
Do we ſhew a Readineſs to concur with and 
ſupport the Meaſures of it? then we are baſe 
Tempor1zers and ſlaviſn Proſtitutes. Would 
we preſerve inviolate from the Uſurpation of 
Sacrilegious Invaders, thoſe Powers and Pri- 
vileges of our Function which are purely Spi- 
ritual, and which, however we may be limi.- 
ed or reſtrained in the Exerciſe of them, we 
neither derive from nor can be diveſted of, by 
ſecular Authority? Then are we falſly char- 

| | C'2 ged 
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with claiming an Inde pendency of the State, 
and the miſchievous Abſurdity of ſetting up 
one Empire within another, Do thoſe, who 
are ſet over us in the Lord, aſſert the Autho- 
rity which Chr? has given them, to maintain 
Peace and Order and Unity in his Church! 
This is affecting a Spiritual Tyranny, and an 


oppreſſive Lording it over the Conſciences of 


their Brethren. Are we ſollicitous to preſerve 
our Right to that Maintenance, which, agree- 
ably to che Will of God and to the Reaſon 
of things, hath been ſettled upon us by tlie 
Piety and Munificence of former Ages; and 
which, in Conformity to the Practice of all 
Chriſtian Governments, ſtands confirmed to 
us by a Succeſſion of the ſtrongeſt Laws in 
ont Favour ?” The Inſiſting upon this, J ſay, 
(tho! many times but barely neceſſary for our 
Subſiſtence and the Decent Support of our 
Families to keep us above Indigence and Con- 
tempt,) is cenſured as the Effect of a con- 
tentious, avaritious and rapacious Temper. 
And, what is ſtill more unjuſt and ſevere, if 
in the Proſecution of our Rights we meet 
wich a troubleſome Adverſary, whoſe Ob- 
ſtinacy is equal to his Conceitedneſs, and 
whom Ve are under the unhappy Neceſſi- 
ty of following through tedious and expen- 
five Forms of Law, then are the Inconve- 
niencies brought upon himſelf by his on un- 
reaſonable Wilfulneſs imputed to us, as the 
Height of Unrighteouſneſs, Cruelty and Op- 
202 preſſion, 
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preſſion. Thus are we compaſſed about with, 
Wards of Hatred — — Thus do our Enemies 
fight ogainſt us without a Gaye 


But paſs we on from chis diſagreeable Sub · 
ject; to conſider, in 

II. In the Second r The Rule A Cons 
duct here laid down by our bleſſed Lord, as 
proper to be followed by his Apoſtles, — 
their Succeſſors in the Miniſtry, at all times, 
but eſpecially in times of Difficulty and 
Danger. Be ye wiſe ai Serpents, and barmles 
as Doves... 

It will not be ben to enter minutely 
into the ſeveral Properties Which Naturaliſts 
have aſcribed either to the Serpent or the 
Dove, in order to deduce our reſpective Ob- 
ligations from them. Tis ſufficient to ob- 
ſerve, that they are propoſed to our Imitation 
as Emblems, the one of Wiſdom and Diſ- 
cretion, the other of Innocence and Simplici- 
ty: And that our Saviour does not preſcribe 
either of theſe Qualities ſingly and by it ſelf, 
but a due Mixture and Conjunction of both; 
that the Inconveniencies of each when ſepa- 
rated and found alone, might be remedied by 
their being united in one Subject. For as 
Wiſdom without Simplicity is Craft and Guile, 
ſo Simplicity without Wiſdom is Weakneſs 
and Folly, On the one hand, Inoffenſiveneſs 
of Behaviour and Ingenuity of Temper, if not 
„ n by Prudence, ſerves only to lay Men 

open 
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en to the Inſidiouſneſs of the Deſigning, or 
the Violence of the Oppreſſive: On the other, 
Prudence without Integrity makes Villany but 
the more dangerous, as it furniſhes it with 
Diſguiſes, and recommends it more ſucceſſ- 
fully to the Eſteem and Confidence of the 
Credulous and Unwary, by the Arts of Inſinu- 
ation and Addreſs. From the Union of both 
reſults that Prudent Simplicity, which will at 
all times be the propereſt Guard and Orna- 
ment of our Profeſſion : which will enable 
us to diſcern and to avoid Danger, or to bear 
with Eaſe and Chearfulneſs the Hardſhips that 
are unavoidable. 

But to ſpeak ſomewhat more diſtinQly, 
Let us firſt conſider what is implied in and 
recommended to us under this Character, the 
Wiſdom of the Serpent. Now this, I take to 
ſignify great Carefulneſs and Circumſpection 
in our Bchaviour, that we give not to our 
Enemies any Advantages againſt us either in 
point of Duty or Diſcretion. 

Firſt, in point of Duty. The 8 
of this Wiſdom muſt be laid in the Fear of 
God; in an exemplary Holineſs of Life and 
faithful Diligence in diſcharging the Offices 
of our Function. By this we ſhall cut off oc- 
cafion from them that ſeek occaſion, and ſtop 
the Mouths tho' we ſhould not be able to gain 
the Hearts of our Adverſaries. When we 
live up to the Rules of our Holy Profeſſion, 


and are not only zealous and diligent to per- 
| ſuade 
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ſuade our People to the Duties ' of Religion, 
but go before them ourſelves in the Practice 
of them ; when we are Patterns of good Works, 
as well as Teachers of Righteouſneſs; when 
we are neither actuated by a Spirit unſuitable 
to the Goſpel, nor influenced by any Mo- 
tives unworthy of it; when to Uncorruptneſs 
of Life and Doctrine we join an ardent Zeal 
for the Honour of God, and a diſintereſted 
Love of Souls; this cannot but produce, in 
the Minds of the moſt prejudiced againſt us, 
an inward Conviction, if not an open acknow- 
ledgment, that God is in us of a Truth; and 
thoſe who are of the contrary Part, if they 
glorify not God for the Good which they be- 
hold in us, ſhall at leaſt be aſhamed when 
they ſhall have no Evil to fay of us. 
And as we ſhould be careful, in general 
to give no Offence in any thing that the Mi- 
niſtry be not blamed, ſo are we concerned 
in Prudence to be more particularly upon 
our Guard againſt the Accuſations which 
they, who watch for our haltings, are moſt 
ready to reproach us with. What theſe are 
has already in ſome Meaſure been ſuggeſted: 
And we can take no better method to prove 
them groundleſi, than by convincing Men, 
that wwe preach not our ſelves but Chriſt Feſus; 
that we {eek not theirs but them; nor arrogate 
to ourſelves any other Powers than what the 
Goſpel of Chri/t hath plainly veſted in us: By 
not proſtituting the ſacred Names of God and 
Religion 
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Religion to indirect and ſiniſter Ends; by Ex- 
erciſing Eccleſiaſtical Authority not to the De- 


Aruction, (not to the unneceſſary Grief or De- 


triment) but to the Edification of our Brethren; 
by not abuſing that Indulgence of the Law, 
which diſpenſes with ſome part of our Obliga- 
tions, to a total Neglect of them; In a word, 

increaſing our Vigilance and CircumſpeRti- 
on in the Conduct of our whole Lives in pro- 
portion to the Craft and Subtilty of thoſe who 
wiſh us Evil. By ſuch a prudent Manage- 
ment as this, we ſhall convert what was in- 
tended for our Miſchief into a real Benefit: 
We ſhall not only diſappoint the Malice of 
our Enemies, but cf Light ſball ſhine the 
brighter before Men, when by the Power and 
Force of it, it ſhall have broken thro and 
diflipated the Clouds of Calumny that were 
raiſed to obſcure it. 

But Secondly, as we ſhould give our Ad- 
verſeries no Advantage over us by any Failure 
of our Duty, ſo neither ſhould we, by any 
Want of Diſcretion. We are obliged to 46. 
ſtain not only from "Evil, but as much as 
poſſible, from all Appearance or Suſpicion of 
it; to take Care that we are not only really 
and inwardly good, but that the Good which is 
in us, be not evil ſpoken of, True Chriſtian 
Prudence will likewiſe teach us not to thruſt 
ourſelves into Dangers which we may honeſtly 


avoid; not to make our ſelves Enemies when 


We need not, nor do any thing to exaſperate or 
ſharpen 
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ſharpen Mens Minds againſt us, where neither 
Duty requires it, nor any rational End or Pur- 
poſe can be ſerved by it. An intemperate 
Warmth, which hurries Men forward with- 
out a due Regard to the Stare and Circum- 
ſtances of Things, uſually defeats the very 
End it aims at. Hence it comes to paſs that 
Men of the moſt upright Intentions, when 
their Zeal has happened to out- run their Dif- 
cretion, have miſcarried in the moſt laudable 
Defigns, and, in the Event, done much more 
hurt chan good. When the Tide of Popula- 
rity runs ſtrongly againſt particular Intereſts, 
and is riſen to ſome height, it will only rage, 
and ſwell, and break out with greater Vio- 
lence for being oppoſed ;* whereas, if left to it 
ſelf, it would naturally ſubſide again within 
its due Bounds, and revert to its proper Chan- 
nel. For this reaſon a right Diſcernment of 
and dextrous Accommodation to the Temper 
and Diſpoſition of Times and Seaſons, has al- 
ways been accounted a principal Part of World- 
ly Prudence: And that it is by no means in- 
conſiſtent with the Simplicity of the Goſpel, 
provided that we are at the ſame time careful 
to, maintain our Integrity, appears both from 
our Lord's Permiſſion to his Diſciples, when 
* Perſecuted in one City, to flee into another, 
and. alſo from the Advice of Saint Paul to 
the Epheſians, + See then that ye walk circum- 


* Mat. x. 23. + Eph. v. 15, 16. 
__ | ſpetly 
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"ſpeftly, not as fools but as wiſe, redeeming 
the Time, becauſe the Days are evil, i. e. Endea- 
'vouring by all honeſt Ways and prudent Me- 
thods to avoid the Dangers and eſcape the 
Perſecutions to which thoſe perilous Times 
gh render them obnoxious. ke 

Having thus ſeen what maybe underſtood by 
the Wiſdom of the Serpent, let us next confider 
what is more particularly implied in the Harm- 
leſneſs of the Dove. I need not obſerve. that 
the ſeveral ſignifications of the Original Word, 
| Fext render 
Harmleſs, and elſewhere fimple * may all of 
them be reduced to theſe two that follow; 
an Ingenuouſneſs or Simplicity of Mind, as 
oppoſed to Craft and Diflimulation ;* and a 
Gentleneſs and Inoffenſiveneſs of Behaviour, 


as oppoſed to a Contentious or a Vindictive $pi- 


Tit. To come vp therefore to the Perfection 
of this Character, we muſt not only pręſetve 
an undiſſembled Sincerity in all our Words 
and Actions; an Integrity ſuperiour tô tlie 
low Arts of Sophiſtry and Cunning, Hypo- 
criſy and Diſguiſe ; but muſt likewiſe excel 
in thoſe aimiable and endearing Graces, which 
as they are the . peculiar Ornaments of the 
Chriſtian Religion, and were moſt eminently 
conſpicuous in the Life of the bleſſed Author 
of it, ſoſhould particularly diſtinguiſh the.Cop- 
verſation of his Miniſters, ſuch are Modeſty and 


* Rom. xvi. 19. 


Humi- 
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Humility, Courteſy and Condeſcenſion, Meck- 
neſs, Patience and Univerſal Charity: Nothing 
being more likely to conciliate the Reſpect and 
Eſteem of Men, or to captivate their Affections, 
than a gentle, inoffenſive, obliging Deport- 
ment, eſpecially when accompanied with a 
becoming Firmneſs of Mind and a reſolute 
Practice of our Duty. It was by this mcek 
Submiſſion to the Injuriouſaeſs of Men, toge- 
ther with a patient Continuance in Well-doing, 
that the Primitive Chriſtians won ſo much 
upon their Adverſaries; and that Chriſtianity 
it ſelf by degrees gain'd acceſs to the Hearts 
of thoſe who moſt oppoſed it. For indeed 
what Heart that was not harden'd to all Im- 
1 of Tenderneſs and Humanity could 
old out againſt the perſuaſive Power of an 
Affection, the Ardency whereof, like that of 
the Apoſtle s, no want of Gratitude, no ill Re- 
turns could extinguiſh or abate. I vill very 
gladly (ſays he) ſpend and be ſpent for you, 
tho" the more abundantly I love you, the leſs T 
am beloved by you®, 
This Engaging Sweetneſs of Diſpoſition and 
Behaviour, which in the nature of it com- 
mands Reſpect and Love, is eaſily diſtinguiſh- 
ed from an Abjectneſs and Servility which in- 
vites, I had almoſt ſaid which juſtifies Con- 
tempt. Tho' we may in matters indifferent 
lawfully become all things to all Men, that 
we may ſave ſome ; yet no regard to the Per- 
„2. Cor xii. 15. 
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ſons of Men, how exalted ſoever their Station, 
or how great ſoever their Ability to advance 
our Intereſt in the World, ſhould engage' us 
in any mean Compliances with their Prejudices, 
their Follies, or their Vices. No hopes of their 
Favour ſhould induce us to deparrfrom the 
Duty or Dignity of our Profeſſion; no Fear 
of their Diſpleaſure ſhould intimidate us from 
ſtedfaſtly adhering to the Cauſe of God and the 
Intereſts of Religion, which we can neither 
deſert nor betray without the higheſt Impu- 
tation of Folly as well as Cowardice and 
Treachery. Nor is it an Enemy to our Civil 
Intereſt. Undoubtedly we may continue harm- 
leſs, tho', as Members of che Community, 
we modeſtly plead a Title to thoſe Rights and 
Privileges for which we have the ſame legal 
Security that our Fellow Subjects have for 
theirs: But we ſhould ſcarce deſerve to be 
thought #7/e, if we ſhould tamely and paſ- 
ſively give them up to the Humour and Ca- 
price, the Prejudice and Importunity of pri- 
vate Perſons, after the generous Care and 
Concern to preſerve them to us, which we 
have fo lately experienced, and may, I cruſt, 
ſtill ſafely rely upon, from the Publick 

But to proceed. As from the Harmleſneſs 
of the Dove we are to copy Kindneſs, and 
Gentleneſs, and Forbearance towards all Men; 
ſo more eſpecially ſhould we practiſe them 
towards each other, We of all Men ſhould 
be united in the cloſeſt Bands of Love and 
act Amity: 
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Amity: We of all Men are leaſt excuſable, 
if, by any unwarrantable Severity upon each 
others Characters or Conduct, we contribute 
to bring our own Order into Diſcredit ; or, in 
the unhappy Diviſions of our Country, thro' 
the Narrowneſs of Party Spirit, help forward 


the Deſigns and ſtrengthen the Hands of the 


Common Enemy to deſtroy us. Tis an Ob- 
ſervation which they who hate us are moſt 
forward to make, that nothing gives greater 
Encouragement to Others to treat the Clergy 
with Indignity, than to fee them wanting in 
that Reſpect and Affection which they owe 
to each other. Whether this be a Reproach 
that we have deſerved or not, ſure I am, that 
where it is ſo, we cannot fall under one more 
derogatory to our Character, or more frejudi- 
cial to our Intereſt, Whereas on the other Hand, 
when a Spirit of brotherly Love 1s as it were 


the Soul that animates the whole Body of the 


Clergy whan the Fathers of the Church, who 
are ſer over us in the Lord, for that Humi- 
lity and Condeſcenſion, that Univerſal Ten- 
derneſs and Impartiality of Affection with 
which they embrace the ſubordinate Paſtors 
of it, receive from them the juſt Returns of 
Filial Duty and Obedience, Reſpect and Ve- 
neration; when we have All of Us fervent 
Charity among ourſekves, doing nothing thr,” 
Strife or Debate, but in Honour preferring 
one another, our Feruſalem, thus built as a City 
that is at Unity in it ſelf, ſnall be able to 
c withſtan 


— — ——ödↄmᷣ 
— 


— — 
— — 2 —— p — —ü— 


„ ¶— —ͤ ü —XVvv. ͤ— — 


oo — 
- — — — 2 ̃ k — — 


—— 


- 


- — ———— —— — — — 
> re EE 
e 


— 


1 Ft — — — — 5 - - Wh 
A a oo r e. 


624) 
withſtand the ſtrongeſt Aſſaults, nor hall the 
Gates of Hell prevail againſt it. 


The Time will not permit me to enlarge 
upon theſe Points as the Importance of them 
deſerves; nor if it would, ſhould I think ir 
neceſſary before whom I ſpeak. I ſhall there- 
fore by way of Concluſion beg leave to ſug- 
geſt to you in a very few Words the great En- 
couragement we have to acquit ourſelves with 
Zeal and Reſolution in the Work of the Mi- 
niſtry, from this ſingle Conſideration, offered 
to us in the Words of the Text, whoſe Ser- 
vice it is that we are imploy 6d in, bebold 
(ſays our Bleſſed Saviour) 7 "nd you forth, 
Fram whom then do we derive our Com- 
miſſion, but from the great Captain of our 
Salvation, the Author and Finiſher of our 
Faith, even Jeſus Chriſt, God bleſſed for ever- 
more? From Him, who has promiſed his con- 
finual Preſence with and ſupport of his Church 
to the End of the World; whoſe Eye is ever 
upon us, obſerving our Behaviour, and weigh- 
ing our Diligence and Fidelity in the Execu- 
tion of that important Truſt he hath com- 
mitted to us. From Him, who is able and 
willing to ſupply us with all neceſſary Aſſiſt- 
ance and can in all our Conflicts make us more 
than Conquerors: Who himſelf went before 
us in a patient enduring of the Contradicti- 
on of ſinful Men, and now fitteth at the righs 


Hand of God, ready i in his own due time to 
reward 
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reward our faithfulneſs and Perſeverance with 
a Crown of Life. Which of us who com- 
pares the Sufferings of this preſent Life with 
the Glory that then ſhall be revealed, is not rea- 
dy to break out into that Noble and Magna- 
nimous Declaration of St. Paul under the 
like Contemplation, with which I ſhall cloſe 
this Diſcourſe ? * None of theſe Things move me, 
neither count I my Life dear unto my ſelf, jo 
that I may finiſh my Courſe with Foy, and the 
Miniſtry which I bave received of the Lord 
Jeſus, to teſtiſy the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 
And God of his Mercy grant that we may all 
of us ſo finiſh both our Courſe and Ministry, 
that when the Chief Shepherd ſhall appear we, 
together with thoſe committed to our Charge, 
may appear with him in Glory, and be receiv- 
ed into his everlaſting Kingdom. 


To God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, Might, Ma- 
jeſty and Dominion for ever and ever. Amen, 


* Acts xx, 24. 
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